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Reefer madness

Two sisters get artists
around the world hooked on
a giant crocheted reef.
Atter writing about sclence for 25
years, Margaret Werthelm decided
it was time to add a new chapter.
=50 much aclence writing Is aimed
at aloop of people who already
undoerstand sclence,” Wertheim
says. ~| wanted an organization
that could present evénts on what |
think ans the poetic and aesthetic
dimenslons of sclence.” So, along
with her twin sister, Christine (an
artist and writer who teaches in the
critical studies department at the
Califomnia Institute of the Arts), she
cofounded the Institute for
Figuring. The Los Angeles-based
educational organization’s goal is
to show people the beauty of stuff
like the physics of snowflakes and
the mathematles of paper folding.
One of its first online exhibitions

| was o group of models by Comell

Unlversity mathematiclan Dalna

i Talmina, who managed to [llustrate

a difficult geometric concept—the

i hyperbolic plane—by crocheting it.
! The sisters, who gréw upin a craft-

making household in Australia,

¢ grabbed some hooks and made a

bunch of models inspired by

: Talmina, “Crochet |2 somothing we

Erew up doing and loved,”

: Werthelm says. They lined up their

woolly creations and had the same

- reaction: “0h, this is really cool, It
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: looks liko a coral reef.”

The accidental structure inspired
*Crocheting the Reef,” a project
désigned to call attention to the
plight of the Great Barrier Reef near

: the coast of Australla, It was also a
- way to honor women's craft,
- Werthelm says,

=1 put a little thing up on the
websita, and then the Andy Warhol
Museum called me and asked, "Can
she says.
By then the collective project

: had taken on a life of its own. About

adozen serous crocheters around

: the world had begun to contribute
! pleces with thelr own aesthetic

falr. “Even though it is like a

. mathematlcal formula, cach has a

uniqué style,” Wartheim says.
There llkely will be a slew of

. pdditional participants from

Chicago after Werthelm progents a

: workshop at the Jane Addams Hull-

House Museum at noon Friday 29.
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“reaf” will be displayed at the
Chicago Cultural Center during the
green-themed Chicago Humanities
Fastival in Novembaer, Ultimataly,
the crocheted reef will be displayed
Inits entirety at LACE In Los
Angeles in January 2008, H you are
wondaring about the scope of this
endeavor, suffice it to say that the
expardmental art conter is 5,000
square feet. "It will essentially fill
the space,” Wertholm says.

As with any crochet project that
begins with a few simple stitches,
the reef quickly expanded to
more complicated level, “We
discovered the rubbish vortex,”
Wertheim says. That would be the
enormous patch of plastic garbage
out in the Pacific that pollutes the
oceans, They docided to crochet
the vortex, but in contrast to
codorful wool and £ilk yams of the
reef, they decided to weave
materials recycled from plastic
bags, bottle caps, straws and other
trash. Helle Jorgensen, a Danlsh-
bom biologist-turned-artist bascd
In Sydney, will render the bulk of
this seajunk phenomenon with this
“yam" made of common household
detritus. The project motivated the
sistors to attempt to cut plastic
out of their lives. It turnod out to be
impassible. “Wea cannot cut it out,
but we can cut down,” Werthalm
says. “We now consider the coral
reed the beautiful frame that will
surround the vortox.”

Thraugh

Byron Roche Gallery

FOUN Froekhn =
Chaereg Are g
l’n?«'lrncr el | |

s D wsan “|. "u-\.\. }" LR

I Sandra Ihwldﬂ

w cletat] i her
ayveied] partnbing

an
B, mtsiti

miweid e

'll'rI|I|h| T LFITARE

HTPERCR.&F‘I‘I‘ Byl

'ﬂ::umlonnlly Wt rllm Lm nﬁen a
litthe art direction aftor seaing
Images e-mailed to them, asking for
a bit more pink or a smallér or langor
stlteh. “Anyons who s an
exparienced crochoter can
immaediately grasp enough of It to
start explorng,” Wertheim says,
but baginners can quickly leam.
Soma make ono model and that's
enough, she says. A few have taken
to constructing thalr own subreel
focusing on large patches such as
kelp or anemone gardens.

Not everyona finds the crochet
real o charming Idea. *People in
sclenco haar of this and think H's
Idlocy,” Werthaelm says. But
nonsclence follks hove really
reaponded. “The sclence world
should realize it is things ke this
that will bring poople to
understanding. ..réal ecology,
higher geometry and the whole
lisun of hyporbolic space,” she
siarys, All that from a couple of
women sitting around. =t is really
lovely that ln the context of
crochating a fow woolly jumpers,
you can be lod to a discusslon of the
mathematics of the cosmos.”
—Ruth Loper
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